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Manufacture, purchase and sale of
ivory products within Japan are legal

From Edo era to the present time, ivories have been appreciated as
important goods such as traditional artifacts and daily commodities.
This excellent traditional skill must be handed over to the next genera-
tion. Ivory import was banned in 1989 by the Convention on Interna-
tional Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)
and thereafter, the importation of 50 tons of ivories was permitted in
1999 and 40 tons in 2009. At the seventeenth meeting of the Confer-
ence of the Parties to CITES held in South Africa in 2016, a Resolution
was adopted calling on all Parties and non-Parties in whose jurisdiction
there is a legal domestic market for ivory that is contributing to poach-
ing or illegal trade to close their domestic markets for commercial trade
in ivory as a matter of urgency. Japan’ s position is that its domestic
market for ivory is not contributing to poaching or illegal trade. As
such, the manufacture, purchase and sale of ivories are permitted under
CITES and Japanese law. However, purchasing ivory products abroad
and bringing them back as a souvenir to Japan is illegal.
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History of ivory industry and
excellence of ivory

Although traditional ivory industry is generally believed to have started
in Edo era, the oldest ivory product is ‘bachiru jyaku’ , which has been
stored in Shosoin treasure house since the eighth century. Through long
period of time, ivory carving skills have been nourished and Japanese
ivory products are recognized worldwide as artistic carvings. Ivories
are natural materials and have beautiful brightness. They have some
stickiness and are full of perseverance. The more they are used, the

more they produce beautiful color.



HBAAWThHoryvDMREL Eihc
WHT 2 LIEIMM L3

WO L RO EBR e B 2 S

——————— sustainable use

PRTAFT N2 —213 TR RESFIH] LRI n,
EYRAERRE L THATRELSE IR HAR IO RPN TR A
T5, L2020 BETT, 2Fb., WITOHEDOH FIC
bRHBEHEMEAL., TRIIBFEO2DBCLECIERFTT,

1992412V A TV YR A THL2NCHERY I bTH HMHER
I, EVMEHELZNORMNELTHHIINAT V23, ., EHER
HARMRF#E A (TUCN) $ WWF 72 2% O H R G2 F KD by
DUOELo2bBoTVET, BT 7)AFEETIE., ZOFAILH
Lox ., JYrRCHLTAEHALEY ORI & AR % g
R ELEYHRFEI R, FRICIVERETALEYOHF
PRBELTEEL,

P2TAFTNVva—2e v 5aohE . WEAMRED G S
DEERLG T, WEEMLRETFLTELLTVAARLD
MEROETIZboRMBYET,

VY i B A
——————— MIKE & ETIS

19974, Y AT THMEINLE 10 @Y v by kN
E&HIIBCT, FIET, KIVF, YVATZOINEDOT
TVAI I MNEHMESEOLV <V 1 (EEIEIEE) »orx
Vo2 (EBERENIFZTH) 24y v ) 2bIhl LT, 1999
ERILHARICERFMS0bvEAIhELL, 2L T, #IV IR
FENTLEDEMEH MIKE (VY BEMESHE) & ETIS (U
THGBIEHEIE) Lo EEETI®RAILTLL, Jhid,
AV YAMLBBSRFOESIZEY . BRSPS E @AM
HZOTREU»LOBICEEL., YIOERETOEM, #
fiz®E=2)v 7L IH>L02bDTT,

MIKE Qe 7 —2ic k. &, REREOZ KO E .,
BFDAAAF 2, —HMOEORFHELEBCMHBEZRLT
AHESTT, ETIST—2icdhid. HAD, TI7VALSDE
ERTFOHWHIZ o T w0 ALUI G LT VET,

Elephant conservation and use of
ivories are compatible

Internationally recognized concept for wildlife conservation

——————— sustainable use

Sustainable use is defined as ‘use of an organism, ecosystem or other
renewable resources at a rate within its capacity for renewal’ . The
importance of sustainable use as a conservation tool was reconfirmed
by UNCED held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. It is one of the objectives of
Convention of Biological Diversity and is included in a mission
statement by many NGOs such as IUCN and WWEF. Southern African
countries have pursued this practice and realized the co-existence with
wildlife including African elephants. Proceeds from using wildlife are
returned fo local communities and wildlife itself. If sustainable use is

denied, wildlife conservation and human rights will be in peril.

Monitoring program on poaching of and illegal trade in elephants

7777777 MIKE and ETIS

At the tenth meeting of CITES Conference held in 1997, the elephant
populations of Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe were transferred
from Appendix | (trade ban) to Appendix Il (conditional trade) and as a
result, 50 tons of ivories were imported to Japan in 1999. This was
approved subiject to the introduction of MIKE and ETIS systems aimed at
monitoring poaching of elephants and illegal trade in ivories. The most
recent MIKE data revealed that poaching levels have a strong
relationship with poverty and governance of elephant range states as
well as with economic development of certain countries. According to
ETIS data, there is no evidence that Japan is a final destination of

illegal ivories from Africa.
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Japan’s commitment under
Endangered Species Conservation

Act (LCES)

The provisions of CITES are governed by the Foreign Exchange and
Foreign Trade Law (FEFTL). In addition, Japan enacted the LCES to
regulate trade in CITES species within Japan. This Law has been
strengthened several times. In 2013 for instance the penalty became 5
times higher than before and in case a corporate is involved, the
maximum penalty is 100 million yen. In 2017, the LCES was further
strengthened. This domestic control is stricter than CITES requirements.
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What is believed by the general
public: truth and myth

Is the African elephant endangered?
Does legal trade stimulate poaching?
Does illegal import prevail in Japan?

Does poaching increase because of domestic ivory market?

The African elephant is classified as ‘Vulnerable’ under IUCN Redlist.
The status varies from region to region. The elephant population of
southern Africa is classified as ‘Least Concern’ , which means the
population there is not endangered. IUCN data shows that the number
of elephants has consistently increased in the past 100 years.

Some insists that legal trade stimulates illegal trade and therefore, the
resumption of legal trade should be avoided. Prior to CITES meeting
held in 2016, many newspapers reported that the second one-off sale
of ivories led to the increase of poaching. These allegations are
negated by the MIKE and ETIS Advisory Group of CITES.

It was also pointed out that the recent increase of registered ivories
under the LCES was caused by increased ivory smuggling into Japan.
This claim is also groundless. Indeed, there have been no recent
significant cases involving the interception of illicit ivories at the
Japanese Customs or in infermediary countries destined for Japan.

There have recently been criminal cases of the LCES' violation. These
are not a violation of CITES (FEFTL) but a violation of the LCES which is
stricter than CITES provisions. It is most unlikely that the existence of

domestic markets in Japan stimulates poaching of elephants.
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Ivory Association’s position on
the conservation of African elephants

We hope that our business will survive while using precious ivories. It is
not solely because we wish to hand our traditional industry over to the
next generation. It is also because we strongly support the concept of
sustainable use of natural resources. If African elephants become
extinct, our industry will also be extinct. We have co-operated with
CITES by funding CITES-related projects including MIKE. We also
co-operated with the Government when it introduced stricter
regulations. However, we are strongly opposed to extreme measures
such as the closure of domestic markets. We do not believe that it will
contributes to the conservation of African elephants. What we are
asking is the eradication of illegal trade, not a ban on legal trade. We
are determined to enhance our traditional carving skills and thereby
contribute to elephant conservation.
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